Hiding in Plain Sight
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soul; see, where it {lies.") Matthew
Amold? ("And we are here 25 on 2 darke-
Iing plain/Swept with confused alarms
of strugale and flight /Where ignorant
. armies clash by night ") ¢ ¢ commings?
(“Dive for 2 dream, or a slogan may 1op-
ple you) Or, despite his bigatry, T. S.
Eliot? (| have known them all already,
known the cvenings, momines, afier-
noons. | have measuied out my life with
coffee spoons.”) And, could 1 choosc
sorneone over Shakespeare, rum my back
on Richard T, fulius Cuesar, and Hamler?
Not a chance. Selecting an all-time
favorite is impossible—at least for me.

So, instead, Il focus on a contemn-
poraty writer you've never heard of, 1
refer 1a my friend Aram ). Kevorldian,
whose unfortunate nickname is Jack.

Jack is 2 brillant, funny, emetional
American who has lived and practiced
law in Paris for almost 50 years. More
impontant-—for me and tus thousands
of readers in 62 countries—he has
writien and circulated, for much of that
period, a monthly essay he cails his
“newsietter.” Fssentially, it's an ardculate
American’s very special views on France,
its govemment, finances, customs, food,
and {oolistiness. But it's much more than

" that. It lets us enjoy Jack's own insightful
views on life, love, religlon, famyy, and
the word in general. It's 2musing, some-
Umes touching, and always original.

Jack has written on the striking differ-
ences benween the major religions’ phiras-
ing of the Golden Rule. To some, it's 3
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prohibiticn. “Do not do unto cthers 25
you would not have them do unto you ™
To others, ¥s an aflivative command;
“Do unto athere a¢ you would have them
do unto you." Jack ponders the source
and implicabons of the difference. Does
the prohibitive version imply an iscbtion-
ist, even selfish, view of :
Jife? “1 won't harm you,
but don't expect any help.”
Does the alfiemative ver-
sion encourage officious
meddling? “I'm going 1o
help you whetter you like -
fornot” - -

Jack has also won-
dered at the Hebraic con-
cept that death should not
only be accepted but aiso
valued, because without -
death, life would losc its sweetness.
Think how much less we would cherish
each day if we knew life was going 10 go
on farever. Jack has. -

‘One recent issue set our the best
analysis I've ceen of the argumens for
and against the death penaley. As always,
Jack vespects sound logic and deploves
smugniess and e uneamed assamption
af mors! supcnority. He evaluates each
argument with a clear-eyed willingness
1o think rather than sloganiZe. He sees
the danger of executing innacert peaple

and is concermned about lack of effec-

tive counsel in capital cases, but he is
appalled by the conterition that the mur-
derer apd the state that executes him are
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morally equivalent. rie analyzes the-isue
of deterrence, reaching whe conclusion
that we don't know enough to reach
a concluslon. He points out, perhaps
torigue in chieek, that imprisoning thieves
and rapists doesn'l seem staustically to
defer theft and wspe, yot 1o one argues
that prisens should be ¢losed dowm |
WO even Iy (o surnmarize the redt.
Quite often Jack becomes imparieru
with the French. He deplores their crimi-_
nal justice: systern, with its premial impris-
onment that edn confine the accused for
years in brutal, rat-infested prisons before .
brnging therm o dial. He is irmtated by
their stulabed educational
system, which, like 2
cookie-cutter, funnels
stereotypicel citizens
through «n inflexable cur-
ricutum 10 the ranks of
national governmemnt offi-
claldom. Yey, he can write
soanng prose about the
sights and sounds of a
moming walk along the
boulevards of Faris or the
glones of a simpie omeiet

in 2 working-class bistro.

iMost recemtly jack gave us a moving
statement of a patniot’s feelings on the
occasion of a national disisier, pointing
out (e gloties of his nauve lang, with its
enduring constitution and detnocratic
institutions. Of course, there was & switch
ending, The words turned out to be these

- of Penicles, utered 2,500 yrars ago about

Athens during the Peloponnesian War.
My own surprise wes thar Jack 100k the
spzech from 4 translation of Thucydidea,
1 would have expectied him © have read
ftin the original Grerk.

Someday, these splendid pieces wall
be published in ook form. They far sur-
pass the Parjsian reminiscences of Janet
Flanner or Hemmingway. Someday,
you'll hear of Jack. I'm sure of it.
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